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FLOOD-DAMAGED APPLIANCES SHOULD
BE REPLACED, EXPERTSWARN.

Arlington, VA, September 17, 2003—With Higanelsabel baring downon the east
coast of the U.S. andibging with it the pasibility of sevee flooding, it is important
to remember thadll flood-damaged plumbing, &tng, cooling and eledtal
appliancesand relagd systemsshould be replad, rather tlanrepaired. Ths warning
was issued today by GWA, the natonaltradeassocaton repesening

manufactuers ofappliarces,components ancelaed productsised in spaeheating
and wate heating, comrarcial food srvice and pwer gerration. The oilganization
also recommends thall work on floodedequipment be pdiormed bya qualified,
licensed conaictor, not ly homeowners.

The GAMA warning stens from pasteportsof accidents esulting from mproper do-
it-yourself repais of flooddamaged applia®es One homeowner, foexample,
suffered sewere buns ina flashfire that accurred when hetried to relight the pilot on
his flooded gas ater heater. The Associabn stesses that not only gaguipment is
at risk, but also units uginoil or electicity as he energy souwe.

"Controls damaged bffood wate are extemelydangerous,” nes GAMA President
Evan R. Gddis. "Attenpts to use equipméenvith defective gas or oil ontrol devices

can result in fires, flashbacks or explosiomdnd in the case of @lctic applances,
the result an beinjury or even dedh from apowerful eledric shok." The GAMA

official noted hat devices atrisk include water heaters, funaes, balers, room
heaters andir conditioners.

The Association stressdbat the repaiof flooded appliances anadlated systems
(including damaged enting and electgal conrections) is not a jobof the do-it-
yourselfer, no matter howvekilled. This is prticulady true of contol valves,
accading to GAMA officials. Thesecomponats are maufactued to extremely
close toleraces. Once submerged in floodater, they must be repted. Feld repairs
should never battempte by the homeowner.

Even when controls g@ear to be opetive, the unit should not besed afte

floodwatersrecede. "It may work fo a while,” Gaddis explains,but it will
deteriorate ove time.
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It might take a week, a month, or even a year, but once any control has been under
water, it presents a serious hazard...fire orasiph in the case of gas controls, fire or
shock in the case of electric equipment.”

Because so many things can go wrong as a result of floodwater, it's usually cheaper,
and always safer to replace, rather than riep&addis stresses. "You can have a
control valve replaced, but there may @i@mage to other parts of the unit, like
venting, piping, burners and insulation. Téere just so many things that can go
wrong, the wise choice is always to start over with new equipment,” the GAMA
official declared.

In some instances, government aid mayabailable to help consumers finance the
replacement of flood-damageheating equipment. For information, homeowners
should contact any of the offices dahe Federal Emgency Management
Administration (FEMA), setip to help flood victims.
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